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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
The snow will be gone soon and Spring won't be far be-
hind. Perceptions has a whole lot planned for the coming 
months, but it takes a great deal of planning and coordina-
tion on the part of many to pull it off. There are a number 
of ways that you can help make this our most exciting year 
yet. 
 
If you haven't renewed your membership, now's the time. Keep all the yearly 
events, weekly dinners and monthly support groups coming. Already paid? 
Stop by a General Meeting and check out one of our many interesting speakers 
this year. Watch the newsletter to find out who you missed in February and 
who's up next. We welcome feedback on who you liked and who you didn't. 
Contact Leo@PerceptionsSV.org and tell us what you thought. If you are al-
ready attending the meetings, we are always looking for new faces to greet at 
the door or pick up the snacks, for which you will be reimbursed. Sign up 
sheets are always by the door. 
 
It's not too late to donate your favorite chocolate dish to the Chocolate Party. 
There's no such thing as too much. Contact Kay@PerceptionsSV.org Every 
party takes food, supplies and people to work them, if you want to get in-
volved behind the scenes of any function, you can always contact  
Volunteer@PerceptionsSV.org This year, we hope to bring you another Pride 
Banquet, Summer Picnic, Garden Party, Wine Tasting—we're even thinking 
ahead to the next Holiday Party. Find out how you can help. 
 
Part of Perceptions’ mission is to project a positive image to the entire com-
munity, so help us at the next highway cleanup on April 17th. Contact 
Rick@PerceptionsSV.org if you're free that day. It's always a fun time. We'll 
be announcing more cleanup dates as we know them. We're also looking for-
ward to Michigan Pride in Lansing on June 12.  If we can get the interest, we’ll 
have a presence there this year.  If you'd like to help man a booth, decorate a 
truck or ride in the parade, contact Brent@PerceptionsSV.org 
 
Finally, we've all got things we'd like to get rid of and here's your chance. Per-
ceptions is already collecting things and storing them for a Rummage Sale in 
May. If you'd like to donate your unwanted items to the sale, find out how. 
Write Randy@PerceptionsSV.org 
 
There are many small ways we can all help to make it another great year for 
Perceptions! 

“Everybody's journey is individual. If you fall in love with a boy, 
you fall in love with a boy. The fact that many Americans  
consider it a disease says more about them than it does about 
homosexuality.” 
                                                                         —James Baldwin 

http://www.perceptionssv.org
http://www.perceptionssv.org
http://www.perceptionssv.org
mailto:editor@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:tim@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:tim@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:editor@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:editor@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:jim@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:leo@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:kay@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:volunteer@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:rick@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:brent@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:randy@perceptionsSV.org
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It’s Chocolate Time Again! 
Kay Sural 

 
Chocolate Cherry Cake, Chocolate Mint Cookies, Choco-
late Cheesecake, Belgium Chocolate Truffles. Yes, all that and 
more can be found at the Perceptions/PFLAG Chocolate 
Party.  Please join us Saturday, March 13th at the beautiful 
Wolfarth House, 1000 Hoyt Avenue, Saginaw.  This 1893 
Queen Anne Victorian home is the perfect place to enjoy eve-
rything chocolate, wonderful conversations and meeting old 
and new friends.  Hosts Kevin and Bill always make sure it 
will be a night to remember as you stroll from room to room 
discovering not only new chocolates but the beautiful resto-
rations of this wonderful home.  
 
A free will donation will help support the programs of Per-
ceptions and PFLAG.  Board members of Perceptions and 
PFLAG will be supplying the treats but if you enjoy baking 
and would like to contribute, please contact 
Kay@PerceptionsSV.org if you plan to bring a dish.  
 
Plenty of off street parking will be available in the parking lot 
of Central Middle School, located adjacent to the Wolfarth 
House. Please come and bring family and friends for a deli-
cious evening. 

Highway Cleanup 
Rick Farrand 

 
Keep this date in mind: Saturday ,April 
17th, 2010, will be our 1st highway 
pickup day. Rain day will be Sunday 
April 18th.  As usual meet at the rest 
stop on I-75 going south off the 
Saginaw Rd (M-84) exit.  Time to meet 
will be 10am and coffee and donuts 
will be served along with a quick 
safety, rules & regulations pep talk.  
There will also be a fun-filled picnic 
following at my house, with great food, 
conversation, and friends.  Remember 
to dress in layers and to have water-
proof foot wear.  So don't miss out on 
this opportunity to be an active mem-
ber of Perceptions and in the commu-
nity.  It is always fun and I just hope to 
see you there.  Any questions feel free 
to call me at 989-799-3034.  Remem-
ber I'm counting on you!  Thank You. 

Perceptions  
Rummage Sale 

 
A rummage sale will be held in May at 
Randy Hasso’s home in Saginaw.  All 
proceeds will benefit AIDS Walk Bay 
City Midland Saginaw.  Please start 
looking for items you would like to do-
nate.  Randy would like to receive do-
nations early and will store everything 
at his house starting now. Call Randy at 
989-793– 6532 or email him at 
Randy@PerceptionsSV.org.  The more 
donated, the better the sale will be. 

“If God had wanted me otherwise, He would have created me otherwise.” 
                                                                                                                       —Johann von Goethe  

mailto:rick@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:kay@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:kay@perceptionsSV.org
mailto:randy@perceptionsSV.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1000+Hoyt+Ave.,+Saginaw,+MI&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=38.554089,106.787109&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1000+Hoyt+Ave,+Saginaw,+Michigan+48607&ll=43.424344,-83.930182&spn=0.017299,0.052142&z=15
http://www.wolfarthhouse.org
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MARCH SPEAKER: Judge Stephen Borrello 
Leo Romo 

 The Honorable Judge Stephen L. Borrello will discuss "The Role of the Judiciary as Guardians of 
the Constitution" on Thursday, March 18, 2010 at the Perceptions General Meet-
ing, St. John's Episcopal Church, 123 N. Michigan, Saginaw at 7 p.m.. 
 Judge Borrello was born in Saginaw, Michigan; received his B.A. 
from Albion College in 1981, and his Juris Doctorate from the Detroit College of 
Law in 1984.  He attended Michigan State University where he was a graduate as-
sistant and lecturer in the Department of History, working on post graduate degrees 
in American Intellectual History. 
 Prior to his appointment to the Michigan Court of Appeals, Judge Borrello 
was an assistant prosecuting attorney in Saginaw County before becoming a share-
holder in the law firm of Gilbert, Smith & Borrello, P.C.  As a private practitioner, 
Judge Borrello specialized in labor law serving as general counsel to numerous la-
bor and governmental organizations.  During his tenure as a private practitioner, 
Judge Borrello authored numerous articles and two books on construction labor law 
issues. Judge Borrello was also a member of the Michigan Board of Canvassers, 
and a member of the 1996 Electoral College. 
 Judge Borrello was Governor Granholm’s first appointment to the Michigan Court of Appeals on June 
9, 2003 and he was elected to that position in November of 2004 and re-elected in November of 2006.  He is a 
frequent lecturer on issues of jurisprudence and trial and appellate court advocacy at the Michigan State Uni-
versity School of Law, Thomas M. Cooley School of Law, and The Walter and Mary Reuther UAW com-
pound at Black Lake.  Judge Borrello is currently an adjunct faculty member in the Department of Criminal 
Justice at Saginaw Valley State University where he teaches Criminal Procedure and Evidence. 
 Judge Borrello and his wife Nancy reside on a small farm in Thomas Township assuming the role of 
primary caregivers for a vast array of animals. 
 Judge Borrello is no stranger with the LGBT community.  He has a long time friendship with Doug 
Ireland, a journalist and blogger who writes about politics, media and gay issues for the New York City's Gay 
City News, the largest LGBT weekly newspaper in the U.S., and his blog DIRELAND. 
http://direland.typepad.com/ 

Bernadette Brown of the Triangle Foundation Speaks 
Kay Sural 

 Perceptions hosted Bernadette Brown, Policy Director for the Triangle Foundation on Thursday, 
February 18th.  Bernadette gave a smart, informative and entertaining interactive talk to a large circle of 
Perceptions members.  She shared a history of the Triangle Foundation and explained the new merging of 
Triangle and Michigan Equality.  
 On the legislative front, Bernadette explained that even though Triangle is working at the State 
level to change laws to include protection in housing and employment, small community bills like the one 
recently passed in Kalamazoo, are a good way to advance LGBT rights.  Also a second parent adoptions 
bill has currently passed committee and this bill is worded "two unmarried persons", with no reference 
to sex. 
 On the judicial front, Bernadette reminded us that two State Supreme Court seats will be up for 
vote this November and stressed the importance of educating yourself on all the candidates. 
 Questions were asked, ideas were shared and Perceptions was very fortunate to have Bernadette 
share her knowledge with us.  This was a fun and enjoyable meeting.  Thank you Bernadette. 

http://direland.typepad.com
http://www.tri.org


 

 

Changes Ahead for the Perceptions 
Transgender Group 

 

As the second anniversary of the Perceptions Saginaw Valley Transgender Group (PSVTG) approaches, we 
have some changes to announce.  Rev. Rebecca Dunn, who started the group, will be turning her attention 
to focus on ministry. Rebecca will continue to act as a moderator for the PSVTG email list hosted by Yahoo 
Groups (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PSVTG) and she will attend meetings from time to time.  We 
thank Rebecca for getting the group up and running.  This is a resource that was greatly needed in the 
Saginaw Valley region and Perceptions is proud to make it available to the transgender community. 
 

Jolene, who has worked with Rebecca from the beginning as the group's counselor and facilitator, is getting 
ready to move to Los Angeles.  Jolene's departure makes it necessary to bring in another professional per-
son who would be available for counseling, if needed.  Rachel Prenzler will be taking over this role and 
will also serve as the group's point of contact.  You can email her at Rachel@PerceptionsSV.org 
 

Rachel is not a stranger to PSVTG, as she has attended several meetings in the past.  Rachel has a Masters 
in Social Work and is an adult outpatient therapist with the MPA Group in Bay City.  She is a huge advocate 
for the LGBT population and strongly believes in making more resources available to people in the Tri-
Cities who are transgender. 
 

Because of Rachel's work schedule, it is necessary to move the meetings to another night.  Starting in 
March, PSVTG will meet on the last Monday of each month.  Because The Mixx and Metro Grille are not 
open on Mondays, we also had to find a new venue.  The March 29th meeting will be at the Magic Bean 
Cafe, 5789 State Street, Saginaw at 6:00 pm.  Perceptions and PSVTG members would like to thank Robb 
Wiersum and the staff at The Mixx for hosting the group for the past two years.  The Mixx opened early on 
the second Wednesday of the month for the group to meet and they also hosted a wonderful dinner last 
May to celebrate the group's first anniversary. 
 

The group's mission has not changed.  PSVTG will continue to offer an informal monthly gathering, taking 
a more "light-hearted" approach to allow transgenders in the Tri-Cities to connect with one another for 
socializing and support.  Erin Moers and Terri Jackson (Terri@PerceptionsSV.org) will continue their lead-
ership roles within the group. 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
The SVSU Drag Show has been scheduled for March 19th in the Student 
Activities Room.  The show will benefit the Tri-Cities’ 6th Annual AIDS 
Walk on September 25.  The time was not final at time of publication.  
Please check http://events.PerceptionsSV.org for updates or contact 
Brent@PerceptionsSV.org  
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 But, there has been the occasional down side. I 
have suffered minor depression. When I realized it, I con-
cluded that depression is only a state of mind so “Stop it!” I 
focused on the good things I have, on the future - in short, 
I offset my mind with a purpose and forethought, thoughts 
of Don, my new life and other pleasant things. 
 Life is too short to wallow in self-pity.  Live it!  As 
Roselyn Russell said in Auntie Mame, “Life is a banquet 
and most poor suckers are starving.” 
 Now, as a gay senior I find myself in a unique po-
sition.  I am old with a youthful attitude, still looking for 
that someone special knowing if it doesn’t happen, that’s 
life, not caring if someone knows I’m gay, giving my 
knowledge and experiences in life freely, contributing 
where I feel I’m able to furthering our cause, looking for-
ward to the future positively. 
 Don was my world; now I have a new one. 

become one of my best friends, helping me in more ways 
than I can count. 
 This was also my introduction to Perceptions, an 
organization of great worth and value. 
 I was in my early 70’s when I started my “new 
life.”  I didn’t have a clue as to what to do. I started at-
tending general meetings, going to our Friday night meals, 
and to social events. Ever so gradually becoming more 
relaxed and comfortable with myself. It has taken over 3 
years and much psychological pushing on my part. I had to 
get over the fear of new situations, learning who and who 
not to trust. 
 The ‘trek’ has been good for me. I am able to go 
into new situations without fear, consider moving into a 
different home even to a different state.  I’ve even gained 
some social graces. I now try to think before I speak. Life 
is good. I have almost always seen the glass half full and 
not half empty.  

 
Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center-BASIS Relocates  

to New Bay City Facility; Saginaw Office Expands 
 
 Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center-BASIS is reaffirming its commitment to providing substance use disorder 
treatment and HIV/AIDS prevention and care services to residents in the Great Lakes Bay Region with the relocation of its 
Bay City office and the expansion of its AIDS care program in Downtown Saginaw.  Sacred Heart-BASIS will relocate to a 
newly-remodeled facility at 1106 Washington Avenue and move its Saginaw offices into a larger suite in the Commerce 
Center at 301 East Genesee effective Monday, March 1st. 
 “Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center-BASIS has a rich, 40+ - year history of providing substance abuse treatment 
services in the Great Lakes Bay Region ,” said Grady Wilkinson, president and CEO of Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. 
 “Relocating our Bay City office is a reflection of our continued commitment to the region,” Wilkinson said. “This 
new facility is more attractive, functional and convenient for our clients.” 
 Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center’s Saginaw office will relocate to a larger suite on the 2nd floor of the Com-
merce Center at 301 East Genesee in Saginaw. “This expansion allows our staff to more efficiently serve our Saginaw  
clients in our HIV/AIDS Care program,” Wilkinson said.  This location is very convenient for our clients as it is located 
near local hospitals, health clinics, and the Department of Human Services, and offers easy access to public transportation,” 
Wilkinson added. 
 “The motivation for our relocation and expansion is to provide the best possible service to our clients, as well as 
position ourselves for future growth in our services to the region,” Wilkinson said. 
 Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center, Inc. provides residential substance use treatment services, women and chil-
dren’s specialty services, medication-assisted detoxification services, outpatient treatment services, substance use preven-
tion services, and HIV/AIDS prevention and care services. 
 In addition to its Memphis, Bay City and Saginaw locations, Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center also has offices in 
Algonac, Detroit, Flint, New Haven, Port Huron, and Warren, Michigan.  Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center will hold 
community open houses for both locations this coming Spring. 
 

http://www.sacredheartcenter.com/


 

 


