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The Men’s Discussion Group Invites You! 
Tom Brubaker 

Do you have days where you feel like you need 
support from a friend? Do you sometimes feel like 
other social gatherings simply don’t give you a 
chance to have a meaningful conversation with 
men who may be experiencing similar life situa-
tions? 
 
Then the Men’s Discussion Group might just be 
for you! 
 
Since its first meeting in November 
2006, the Perceptions Men’s Dis-
cussion Group has met monthly 
(except for July) in the conference 
room at Zauel Memorial Library in 
Saginaw. The group is open to gay, 
bisexual, and questioning men. The first few meet-
ings began with 4 or 5 guys and today the monthly 
meetings average 14 or 15 members. 
 
So what do you we talk about?  Anything and eve-
rything!   Relationships, family relationships, dat-
ing, job stress, religion and spirituality, sex, coping 
with death/loss, health, “coming-out” issues, and 
“just being gay” issues. At each meeting every per-
son attending has an opportunity to speak. No two 
meetings are alike; we never know which topics 
we’ll touch on at any particular meeting. 
 
Something wonderful has been happening during 
the course of the past two plus years of this group 
gathering. A bond has been forming among this 
group of men—our shared experiences seem to 
bring us all closer together. The foundation of the 
group is “trust.” 
 
What is discussed in the group’s meetings, remains 
in the group. Without a shared recognition of trust, 
we simply cannot exist as a group.   And, while 
our group has formed a bond, we are always open 
and very welcoming to new members to our group 
- please join us. 
 
We almost always have refreshments – thanks to 
the members who make refreshments, or Tim Hor-
ton’s is always reliable as it is a short driving dis-
tance from our location. And you can bring your 

own beverage. 
 
Our meetings take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  
Check out the Perceptions Calendar of Events for 
the next meeting date.   Every meeting ends with 
members still talking past 8:30 p.m. - a possible 
sign that the members find the group important 
and enjoyable. 

 
I want to extend a special thank you to 
Michael Brancheau and Jim Klein-
sorge who have filled in as facilitators 
when I haven’t been able to attend, 
and provided helpful support to ensur-
ing the success of the Men’s Discus-
sion Group! 

 
To all of the guys in the group, you are wonderful 
and special people. 
 
Thank you for being part of a healthy and enrich-
ing experience for all of us!! 

2009 Highway Cleanup 
Kay Sural 

Saturday, April 18th, was a beautiful day for Per-
ception members and friends to help beautify 
Michigan by participating in the first of three 
Highway Trash Pick Ups for 2009. If any of you 
travel I-75 between the Zilwaukee exit and M-84 
you may have notice the signs showing Percep-
tions LGBT proudly displayed. 16 people helped 
this year. We would like to thank, Brent, Dave, 
Jeff, Brian, Leo, Chas, Tim, Al, Randy, Rick, 
Doug, Danielle, Trai, Antquan, Allison and Kay.  
The biggest thanks goes to Rick, who in addition 
to organizing the vest, bags, and making sure the 
state requirements are met, invites us all to his 
home afterward for a fabulous lunch. Sitting in the 
sun, sharing food and stories is just another great 
event that Perceptions members and friends have 
to look forward to every year. The next pick up is 
scheduled for July 11. Make sure you put it on 
your calendar because there is no better way to feel 
good than to do good. 

No two meetings are 
alike; we never 

know which topics 
we’ll touch on. . . 



 

On March 4th the Gay Straight Alliance at SVSU held their 2nd annual Drag Show to raise money 
for Aids Walk Michigan and I would like to add a few things to the previous article that didn't get 
mentioned before. (see page 8 of the April 2009 Newsletter http://www.perceptionssv.org/newsletter/2009-04.pdf)  
 
The show was made possible by many people in the community. How could I not have mentioned these people 
in my first article! My apologies.  
 
I've already mentioned The Mixx, but DjThomiGirl as the Mistress of Ceremonies made the event all that 
much more exciting. She did a great job!   
 
Of the total of over $500 in donations, Glenn Gifford made over $90 alone.  
 
Many of last year’s performers came back this year, including the winner of last year’s drag show, Santos. 
 
One thing we were also happy to see this year for the first time was two drag kings, Liz Calloway and Elaina 
Haight.  
 
Both Perceptions and PFLAG were also a great help by advertising this event at their meetings as well as 
online. 
 
Since the first time we put on this event, the success has been dependent upon the support of the community in 
Saginaw, and the Gay Straight Alliance is very grateful that we have such a supportive community. The GSA 
would like to thank everyone for their help. This year the Drag Show received Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity’s Outstanding Service Program Award at the Student Life Awards Banquet. 

SVSU Drag Show Clarifications and Additions 
Nathan Brown 

Student Life Awards 
Nathan Brown 

On April 9th, Saginaw Valley State University held its annual Student Life Awards Banquet. 
We went to the banquet not expecting to win much, since in the past many of our events have 
been overlooked. When the first award came up I was not really sure if we would win.  

The first award was the Rising Leader Award, given to an individual who showed great poten-
tial in leadership during their freshman and sophomore years on campus. The president of the 

GSA, Amanda Helton and I tied for this award and we were both pleasantly surprised to receive it.  

A little later, the Outstanding Service Program Award came up and the 2nd Annual Charity Drag Show which 
was put on with the help of many members of the community won this award which came as little surprise to 
anyone who attended this event.  

Finally the time came for the award everyone had been waiting for, Student Organization of the Year. This is 
the award every organization dreams of receiving. When they were announcing the winner of the award all of 
us were nervous. We knew that we were up for the award, but we were not sure we would actually win. Then 
they read the name, "The Student Organization of the Year for the 2008-2009 school year is... The Gay 
Straight Alliance." 
 
The Gay Straight Alliance at SVSU would like to thank everyone who helped us have such a great year! 



 

Michigan Pride (www.MichiganPride.org) festivities will happen on the weekend of June 12 - 14 in 
Lansing.  Along with Saturday's March, Rally & Festival, a full weekend of events is planned. 

  
                Friday, June 12th  

  
The White Party - Four Lansing Old Town 
bars will be hosting a White Party.  One 
cover charge will get you access to all 4 
bars - Esquire, Spiral, Chrome Cat and  

Grand Cafe. 
  

Saturday, June 13tth 
  

Pride March from Riverfront Park to the 
State Capitol Building, Noon - 12:30. 

  
Pride Rally at the steps of the State Capitol 

Building 12:30 - 1:00. 
  

Michigan Pride Commitment Ceremony 
1:00. 

  
Diversity Festival at Riverfront Park, $5 ad-
mission includes open air bar, youth area, 

dog daycare, vendor booths, food and enter-
tainment.  Main Stage acts: Barefoot Grin, 

Perry Twins, Barbara Payton, Kung Fu Deisel 
& much more... 97.5 live broadcast. 

  
Sunday, July 14th  

  
Brunch, Tea Dance and Fashion Show  

at Spiral. 
 

Brunch & Tea Dance at Chrome Cat. 
 

Perceptions level of involvement has not 
been determined.  We usually have a booth at the Festival and have a group of members march with 
our banner.  In the past, we've even had committees build a float to enter in the March.  If you'd like 

to be involved with this year's event, contact info@PerceptionsSV.org 
 

The Michigan Chapter of Rainbow RV (www.RainbowRV.com) will once again be camping at a nearby 
campground.  They've extended an invitation to Perceptions members & friends.  If you'd like to pitch 

your tent or pull a camper down to Lansing and join them, contact Michigan@RainbowRV.com for 
more information. 

 
 

 LGBT Pride 2009 
Tim A 
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I was sitting down to watch T.V. when the phone rang. It 
was a call from a friend in Saginaw. He asked if I’d like 
to join him and another friend for ice cream at Tony’s 
Restaurant there. (I live in Midland about 15 miles from 
him.) I asked, when? He said, now. I was off. He ex-
pected me in 15 minutes. I have never made it to his 
house in less the 25, so I rushed out to my car and tore 
out of the driveway.   
 
Going down Freeland road, I thought, be careful, haste 
makes waste. Ignoring my own advice, I flew. I was mak-
ing good time. I was right on schedule.  Then, the first of 
my mistakes happened. I overshot the right turn toward 
my friend’s house. “Oh well,” thinks I, "I’ll just turn into 
this next parking lot and “U” turn back to Fortune Road."   
 
As I approached the parking lot, I noticed a second en-
trance. Oh joy, I’ll take that one and ‘loop’ around the lot 
and onto McCarty from the first entrance. Slowing down 
to make the turn was no problem. Looking toward the 
exit, a piece of cake.  Starting to accelerate - 
CRUNCH!!!!   
 
Oh my God! What did I hit? 
 
Did you know when you get into an accident the seat belt 
tightens around you? 
 
At first I could not move. Did I jamb the damned door? 
Startled and anxious, I extricated myself from the car. On 
inspection, I saw what I had done. I had hit a barrier of 
concrete. It was at least 6 inches high by 5 inches across. 
It turned out to be 2 parking lots divided by that barrier.   
 
I hit with enough force to propel the car over the barrier 
into the next lot. Both front tires were blown, the right 
rim had a large dent and both hubcaps were gone.   
 
What a good time to have a cell phone, which I do not 
have. What to do?  "Ya know," thinks I, "What good 
would a cell phone do me anyway? I would still have to 
go through the process of getting the car to a repair 
shop."   
 
My friend lives about a half mile from the accident. Why 
not drive to his house and do what is necessary there?   
 
I got back into the car and drove to his place on 2 flat 
tires and God knew what else was damaged. Flop, flop, 
flop - down the road I went. I was able to get up to the 
breath taking speed of 10 miles an hour. Up to this point, 

there wasn’t another car to be seen. I might 
just as well have been in the desert.  
 
What’s really fun, is accelerating on 2 flat tires and not 
being sure your power steering works. Another thing is 
that the ability to turn is, shall I say, slightly more diffi-
cult. When I turned the wheel to the right, the car went to 
the left, and when I turned it to the left it went to the 
right. All this while I was trying not to miss my turn onto 
Fortune.   
 
At last I made it to Fortune, a whole 350 feet. Flop, flop, 
flop - right turn to go left, left turn to go right - weeeee! 
And, you guessed it, a car pulls up behind me. Madder 
than hell because I was going so slowly. I slowed down. 
They slowed down.  “Oh, for God sakes, pass me!” But 
no. Their answer? Bright lights. Finally, I stopped and 
motioned them by.  With angry acceleration, they tore 
past. 
 
Whoosh, I’m not nervous enough and that had to happen.   
 
Floppedy, floppedy, floppedy, flop all the way. Negotiat-
ing the next 3 turns was a “thrill” to be experienced. In 
each case, I barely missed hitting the curb.   
 
I made it to his house. As I approached, limping and flop-
ping all the way, a friend of his said, “I think someone 
has a flat tire. Oh, it must be him.” He pointed with his 
arm moving in unison to the movement of my car.   
 
I parked in the street, got out of the car and said, “Well, 
lets eat.”   
 
What happened? Are you all right? What do you want to 
do? I said, “Eat!”   
 
We met our friend, had ice cream and I was brought 
home.   
 
The next morning I called my insurance agent. He as-
sured me it would be covered by my insurance, “After 
all, it’s no different than hitting a tree.” 
 
My car is a 2007 Toyota Corolla. Fifteen days and $3,780 
later, I got my car back.   
 
What surprised me the most was my relative calmness 
and sense of humor about the whole incident. Stuff hap-
pens and getting all worked up about it is futile.  

Life After Death:                   This Doug’s Life  
                                                    Douglas Solosky 



 
Page 8    Perceptions 

Speakers Bureau Recap 
 Erin Moers 

group, Moers and Jackson discussed the most im-
portant issues concerning trans people.  Equality, 
fairness, respect, and rights as Human Beings.  
 
There were discussions of how the Trans commu-
nity view the requirements set forth by the World 
Professional Association for Transgender Health, 
(WPATH) and other groups designed to help people 
who are transgendered, such as safeguards for in-
suring that a person is transgendered and has an 
understanding that changing ones sex will not magi-
cally fix all of their problems. Also, the benefit of 
methods of psychological evaluation and assistance 
throughout transition.  As well as, the hardships of 
transition and the potential adverse reactions of 
family, friends, and society that all transgenders 
face.  
 
Moers and Jackson are hopeful that they imparted 
enough information to the group to facilitate the un-
derstanding that trans people do not want special 
rights. They only wish to live their lives as peaceful, 
productive, and legitimate members of society with 
the same rights and responsibilities as all Human 
Beings. 
 
DELTA COLLEGE 
 
On Friday April 17, Erin Moers spoke at the Gender 
Identity Conference held at Delta College. The top-
ics of discussion included why Trans-people feel the 
way they do about themselves, the discrimination 
caused by transphobia, and issues involving inter-
sex. The conference was designed to foster under-
standing of transgenderism and the fact that trans-
gendered people are just like everyone else, differ-
ent, yet very much the same. 

MIDLAND PFLAG 
 
  The Speakers Bureau gave three 
presentations since the last newslet-
ter was published. The newly formed 
outreach group began in March, and 
has been busy since. See the article 
Introducing the Speakers Bureau on 
page 3 for more information about 
the Bureau and participation oppor-
tunities.  

 
On March 22, Terri Jackson delivered a presenta-
tion to the Midland PFLAG Group. Her discussion 
on the difficulties which Transgendered persons 
face, focused on coming out later in life, after having 
both children and grandchildren. Jackson told of 
feeling grateful that the younger generations of her 
family have been more accepting of her transition.  
 
"There is nothing easy about transitioning from what 
the world sees you as, to who you truly are, but 
once the misconceptions are explained and under-
stood it becomes less painful." said Jackson.  
 
She also discussed her regret at causing pain and 
confusion for the people she loves.  In the end,  
everyone involved has begun to accept what she's 
had to do in order to be herself and live a happier, 
fuller life.   
 
"Being open-minded and knowing that love is more 
important than expectations and stereotypes.  Their 
willingness to listen was most important of all, for it 
to lead to a positive outcome." Commented Jack-
son. 
 
Terri is a member of the speakers bureau and a 
member of the Perceptions Board of Trustees.  
 
ALMA COLLEGE   
 
On April 6, Erin Moers, Chair-person of the speak-
ers bureau, accompanied by her partner Terri Jack-
son, spoke to a group of students and faculty at 
Alma college.  The meeting was coordinated by the 
Alma Pride Group who where were expecting 20 to 
30 people.  As the meeting progressed, between 80 
and 100 arrived at the presentation.  
 
After giving brief autobiographical information to the 

               May 

 Saginaw Valley Pride Awards Banquet 
Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

Anderson Enrichment Center, 120 Ezra Rust Dr., 
Saginaw, MI. 

 
6:00 pm Appetizer Reception 

7:00 pm Dinner 
8:00 pm Program & Pride Awards recogniz-

ing local LGBT people & Allies. 
 

Tickets:  $25 per person.  Information:  
www.PerceptionsSV.org/pride or 989-891-1429 

 or Pride@PerceptionsSV.org 



 

Alma College Charity Drag Show  
Don K 

A charity drag show was presented by Alma College Pride 
on Friday, March 27th at the Tyler-Van Dusen Campus 
Center in Alma. Amateur performers danced, strutted, and 

lip-synced to a broad spectrum of music from Rap, to Cher, to The Hansons. A panel of 3 
judges offered constructive critiques of the performances. 
 
About 50 people were in attendance, including a dozen or so Perceptions members from the 
tri-cities who came out to show their support. Both the performers and the audience clearly 
enjoyed the 90 minute show. 
 
The wardrobe selections may have originated in grandma’s attic, a friend’s closet, or at the local thrift store, but the 
enthusiastic performances came totally from the “dragsters” hearts. These talented, and sometimes uninhibited, young 
men and women of Alma College did a fantastic job of putting on this evening of entertainment. 
 
The panel of judges ranked the performers for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. The audience voted for their own choice for 
“Crowd Favorite."  In the end, all the performers were winners because of their exuberance, dedication to Alma Pride, 
and commitment to voluntarism. 

 
And of course, the big prize of the evening was given to the Perceptions Saginaw Valley Schol-
arship fund. All proceeds from the event, a total of $221, was donated to Perceptions 2010 
Scholarship Award. Thanks to everyone who through their hard work and 

generosity helped make this event a success! 

www.PerceptionsSV.org    


