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The Chocolate Party a Great Success!

By Kay

On March 3rd, PFlag (Parents and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays) and Perceptions hosted this
year's Chocolate Party at Kevin Rooker and Curt
Bitman's 1893 Queen Anne Victorian house, lo-
cated at 1000 Hoyt St., in Saginaw. It is an in-
credible restoration.

There were about 50 casually dressed people in
attendance. With an equal representation between
Perceptions and PFLAG. Perceptions earned ap-
proximately $225.00 from the event.

The house was awesome. If you get a chance to come next year, | highly
suggest you do. The delicious array of chocolate treats were spread throughout
the dining room and kitchen. Walking from room to room all that attended were
treated to a beautifully restored home. Gas jets shined from the gas chandeliers
throughout the house. Three working fireplaces glowed. The island in the kitchen
served as a stopping place for interesting conversations with people you would not
see anywhere else and to sample the fresh fruit and pretzels surrounding a choco-
late fountain. People visited in the living room and sitting room on the main level as
well.

The Spring Fling Thing is On! Come Dancing!!

Joy D. Clark
Where: The Mixx watched hanging all over the male
Spanish foreign exchange student

When: Saturday, May 19

en: Satiraay, Tay when we all knew she should have
For those of you who been dancing with the Captain of the
asked for it, here it is! Drill Team.
We thought about call- Then we thought about calling it a
ing it the “Perceptions Prom”, but found Sadie Hawkins dance, but soon real-
that the word “prom” may just spark too ized that we would be leaving out the
many reminders of watching the footoall ~ men as all of our women would be
player that we pined over dancing with inviting each other.

that stupid cheerleader who wore a hide-

ous gown--or the Basketball Doll that we ~ COmtinued: see “Dance” on the next page

2007 Membership Drive
Continues - Click here or go
to our website
www.perceptionssv.org and
click on "Membership" at the
left. Complete the on-line
registration and then pay thru
Pay Pal or send in
your check to:
Perceptions Saginaw Valley
P.0. Box 1525
Midland, Ml 48641

New Feature for
Newbies:

“Just Out” page 10
Pat’s Back! page 4
Classifieds:
Free Ads!

Page 12

|
Inside this issue:

Daze of Our Lives 2
By Kathy Lloyd
The Worst Numbers 3
By Dawn Wolfe
Dear Pat 4

Meet the Board Series 6
Doug Solosky

Current Events 9
Just Out: 10
a series for newbies

Board R Line 12
Classifieds 13




Page 2 Perceptions

DAZE OF OUR LIVES by kathy Lioyd

Is it just me or does everyone feel a little paranoid
when the whales beach themselves, the dolphins
start dying and the bees leave. Especially the bees.
There are few scenes that have stayed in my mem-
ory like Idgie (Wedgewood) being called a bee
charmer by her lover Ruth in Friend Green Toma-
toes. | can smell the summer, feel the heat (both
kinds) and even see what Idgie was wearing (it
looked like LL. Bean, J. Crew mixed with Banana
Republic (the shorts).

Before everything became about the L-word (don't
those women ever get out of bed and WORK?)
there were few lesbian role models available in the
media. The ones there were followed a typical pat-
tern. Either they went back to men, (Anne Heche)
they went crazy, (Anne Heche) they killed them-
selves, (cross your fingers) or they became nuns.

Speaking of nuns, am | the only one who thinks
the former tennis great Tracy Austin is a dyke, in-

a newsflash for you, you can love women without
marrying Jesus. In fact just talk to all the dyke/
nuns who became nuns cause they were crushed
out on Julie Andrews in the Sound of Music. Talk
about gender confusion. As these women will tell

Dance: continued from the front page

It crossed our minds that we should have a
“Roaring Twenties” themed dance to celebrate
Saginaw’s heyday, but then realized that the cos-
tuming involved would be quite costly. So here it
is...Perceptions Spring Fling.

The Spring Fling will be held at The Mixx on
Saturday, May 19, 2007. Since the Valentine's
Dance was such a big hit, we decided to go
with what works. Tickets will be available
online and from board members as soon as we
finalize costs/price.

Time frame is 7:00 to 11:00 again. Watch the web
site for updates. Come dressed as formal or as
informal as you dare!

you, Jesus isn’t very good when it comes to spousal sup-
port, and let's be truthful, Julie hasn't exactly helped us
much either.

But I digress... though it is hard not to appreciate the
FACT OF our show (the L-word) it bears about as much
resemblance to our lives, as The Jetsons did. It is proba-
bly that very fact however, that makes it fun to watch. If
only... If only I lived in California, | would be like that.
If only I had come out in California in the 90's, | would
be like that. If only | was 25 instead of whatever, |
would be like that. If only | was independently wealthy,
I would be like that. If only I lost 50 pounds.... (you get
it the picture).

It's pretty clear though that we have arrived. We now
have a show that is no more like our lives than Father
Knows Best and The Big Valley was like our parents.
Speaking of which, most of my dyke friends say they
had a crush on Audra (I thought she was stupid and
empty). I liked Victoria, which just proves that my at-
traction to older ballsy women started young.

What does creep me out about the L-Word is that
straights watch it. To be specific straight men watch it.
I'm sure they watch it to see how it is in America to live
an alternate life style. RIGHT.

by
Mix€
é
April 1st Employee Turnabout Show

Your favorite employees in Drag $3 cover
To benefit Hearth Home

Upcoming Events at

The Mixx Night Club
114 N. Hamilton, Saginaw

Kitchen open from
6pm-10pm

Thursdays 1/2 off drinks
from 6-11

Friday Night Girls Night Out + Karaoke
1st & 3rd Fridays Every Month

Studs & Suds Specials
2nd & 4th Fridays Every Month
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The Worst Kinds of Numbers sy pawn wote

Andrew Anthos isn’t the only person in our
state who has been murdered because he was gay.
He is only the most recent victim that we know of.
In 2006, three people that we know of were mur-
dered because of anti-LGBT hatred; one victim who
didn’t die was in a coma for over a month and may
never recover from damage he suffered from being
shot in the head, point blank, by a sick pathetic cow-
ard who doesn’t like, “fags.” Thanks to another anti-
gay bigot, there’s a toddler in Michigan who will
never know her Mommy - Mommy was killed by
Daddy for the “crime” of being a lesbian.

In 2006, thirty-two people that we know of were as-
saulted because they’re sexual minorities. Forty-four
were harassed, one was raped and ten were the vic-
tims of anti-LGBT vandals.

Another scary number is the one we don’t know. De-
spite our best efforts we just don’t know how many
of our community’s citizens were victimized by anti-
LGBT violence, harassment or discrimination in
2006. Why? Because speaking out may mean com-
ing out — and coming out can get you fired, or worse.
For one western Michigan transgender woman, re-
porting the beating she suffered meant being har-
assed by her neighbors and landlord. In other words,
victims of anti-LGBT violence have a legitimate fear
of reporting the terrible things that are done to us.

Despite that fear, reporting is on the rise. In January,
Triangle Foundation’s Victim’s Services Department
received just over twenty calls; in February, the
number was over twenty-five. We expect the num-
bers to continue to climb as more people find out
about Triangle’s free services for victims of anti-
LGBT violence, harassment and discrimination.

What can you do to help protect our community
against the “social disease” that is anti-LGBT vio-
lence? First, you can write a letter to your local pa-
per asking that LGBT individuals be added to Michi-
gan’s hate crimes statute. Here’s a sample letter:

Dear Editor,

I have learned that Andrew Anthos isn’t Michigan’s only gay
citizen who has been murdered because of anti-gay bigotry. In
2006, three people that we know of were murdered and one, Sal
Vonatti of Windsor, was left with a permanently-damaged brain
because he was shot in the head point-blank. Further, | have
learned that this number almost certainly represents a fraction of
the people who have been killed, or otherwise harassed or victim-
ized, because of anti-gay hatred.

If Jewish, African-American or evangelical Christian citizens
were the victims of such violence, Michigan’s laws would protect
them. Why, then, aren’t sexual minorities also protected against
hate-motivated violence?

I urge Michigan’s legislature to move immediately to add sexual
orientation and gender identity protections to Michigan’s hate
crimes act.

Sincerely,

Your name

Customize this letter as you wish and mail it to the
editors of your local papers. But don’t stop there; you
can also change a few words and send it to your State
Representative and Senator. Raising awareness of this
problem is the first step to correcting it.

There is a second, harder thing you can do to help stop
anti-LGBT violence. If you are the victim of anti-
LGBT harassment, violence or discrimination, report
it to Triangle. We know about the 2006 victims pre-
cisely because someone took the first step of contact-
ing us. We are now using these statistics the way we
hope you will — as an educational tool to show the
community, gay and straight alike, that anti-LGBT
violence is a disease that we all must work together to
cure.

Triangle Foundation is Michigan’s advocacy and anti-violence organi-
zation serving the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community.
To report anti-LGBT harassment, violence or discrimination, contact
Triangle at 877-787-4264 or report@tri.org. There is no charge for our
services, which range from direct victim advocacy to referrals to LGBT-
friendly attorneys, shelters and other services.

Dawn Wolfe is Triangle Foundation’s Director of Communications. To
schedule a Triangle speaker or a fundraising house-party, contact Dawn
at 313-537-3323, ext. 107 or dawn@tri.org.
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My mom blames
California for my
being a lesbian.
"Everything was
fine until you
moved out
there."

"That's right,
Mom, we have
mandatory lesbi-
anism in West
Hollywood. The
Gay Patrol
busted me, and
| was given
seven business
daysto add a
significant
amount of flan-
nel to my ward-
robe. ~Coley Sohn

Why is it that,
as a culture,

we are more
comfortable
seeing two men
holding guns
than holding
hands? ~Ernest
Gaines

Dear Pat

Dear Pat,

When Michigan allows civil unions for gay and lesbian people and | send for a wife
from one of those mail-order wife magazines, maybe Russian or better yet Thailand (I
love Thai food), would she be allowed to live with me in Michigan, USA for the rest of
our lives?

Single Lesbian Looking for Love

Dear S.L.L. for L,

Since it took longer and more Government Red Tap to allow Thai restaurants in Michi-
gan, | see no problem with your wife being allowed to stay with you for the rest of your
lives | One suggestion though, make sure that she applies to work at one of those

Thai restaurants, that way, you'll be sure to have the best of both worlds for the rest of

your life I!
Best Of Luck,
Pat

FYI: When your Mom is mad at your Dad, don't let her brush your hair.
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Dear Pat,

My son is getting married out of town, and I'm afraid to take my other half to the wed-
ding and reception. My son's in-laws might not like seeing us together, little lone
dancing together. And my other half is all excited about going and has his outfit all

picked out. What shall | do?
Saginaw's Gay Dance Champions

DearS. G.D. C,,

If you wear a smart looking outfit that cleverly matches his outfit, the in-laws won't
even think of the "gay thing" !l Just a suggestion, you might arrange with the band a
neat little number that you and your other half are pretty damn comfortable with so
that you'll really "Trip The Light Fantastic" for the crowd.

Best Of Luck,
Pat

FYI: No matter how hard you try, you can't baptize cats.

Dear Pat is intended for entertainment purposes only. For real advice, consult a
friend, or your therapist.
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——>  Quick News
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To keep yourself updated on the latest in LGBT news, please visit www.365gay.com .

Most of our subscribers are on the computer and have access to the web. This

change allows the newsletter to concentrate its space on more local issues. However,

Perceptions is a member driven organization and if there is enough interest, Quick
News will be brought back. Let us know what you think.
Write to us at editor@perceptionsSV.org.

Leadership Training for GLBT Issues
Sponsored by PFlag Tri-Cities
Saturday, May 5, 2007, 8:30 am - 2:45 pm
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Midland, 6220 Jefferson Ave., Midland, MI

Topics and Speakers:

RELIGIOUS ISSUES - Tony De Orio - Full-time psychologist and ordained Presbyterian Minister with a doctorate in relig-

ion; serves on the board of PFLAG Detroit and has a gay son.

FACILITATOR SKILLS - Larry Jack - Vice-President at PFLAG Detroit, Equality Activist, involved in "Putting A Human
Face On Homosexuality", a panel that describing the struggles as parents of gay and lesbian children for churches. Larry
is a single gay man and has been involved in Motor City Pride and Lansing Pride.

NONVIOLENT DIALOGUE - Kate Runyon - Director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Issues Program of

the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker). - Kate discusses "LARA" (Listen, Affirm, Respond and Add) - a nonvio-

lent dialogue method for people in conflict.

CRISIS INTERVENTION/SUICIDE - Barb Smith - Founder of the Saginaw Survivors of Suicide Support Group and Coor-

dinator of the local Yellow Ribbon Chapter, a proactive suicide prevention program.

LISTENING SKILLS - Jeff Illig - Human Resource Manager and Management Trainer, nationally certified as a Senior
Professional in Human Resources (SPHR), and former Perceptions Board member, a mid-Michigan GLBT organization.

COMING OUT - Michael Brancheau - Long Bay City "out" man at home, family and work. He co-founded the Bay City
Dignity chapter and first GLBT groups at Delta College and Saginaw Valley State University. He had worked with public
and private broadcasting in TV and radio. While Michael retired as a GM administrator, he is too busy to "retire."

Time Schedule:
8:30 am Registration

9:00 Welcome

9:15 First session
10:00 Second session
10:45 Break

11:00 Third session
11:45 Fourth session
12:30 pm Lunch
1:45 Fifth session
2:00 Sixth/last session
2:45 Dismissal

Registration Form:
Register by April 30, 2007

www.perceptionssv.org/
PFLAG_Leadership_Training.pdf

Cut & mail or e-mail to:

PFLAG Tri-Cities OR Bob Malosh
at pflag@pflag-mbs.org
or 989-941-1458
PO Box 834
Bay City, M| 48707-0834

N
Address, City, State

ome Phone Cell

-mail address

Organization

~

If appropriate)




" Where Do | Start? D & D by boug Solosky

Part of our Meet the Board series

In

1968, | met Don. He was 25 and | was 34. | spent the night with him and when I left for work the next morning
he was standing in the doorway with a look on his face that could only be described as wonderful. It was there
and then | said to myself | want to spend the rest of my life with him.

He was the kindest, gentlest person | had ever met.

I pursued him vigorously and less then a month later I convinced him to move into my Mobile Home. There
was no such thing a Civil Unions in that day, so | "married" him by saying, "I love you and want to be with
you for the rest of my life. Will you be mine?" He said, yes. | said, "We are married and | pronounce us hus-
band and husband." He answered, "No, we are husband and husbanette." He always had a great sense of hu-
mor.

I am a sober alcoholic and had been in A.A. for 5 years before | met Don. Up to that point, | had not com-
pletely stopped drinking. A month after he moved in | had what in A.A. is called a flare-up. I drank. | have
never seen anyone sadder in my life than he was that day. That was the last time I ever took drink.

Don and I were together for nearly 36 years. Our life was relatively uneventful.

At first, we both had jobs. He was a licensed practical nurse and | worked at Giant Super Market, in Mt. Pleas-
ant. One day after work | found him home. He had quit his job. With out so much as a stumble, | took on the
role of the bread winner and he took on the role of the "wife."”

Later he found odd jobs.

We were in the mobile home for 7 years and then moved into town. We bought a 2 bedroom, wood frame
house and stayed the for 7 more years.

We had very few friends outside of our immediate families. We were whole within ourselves. We got along so
well that my mother would catch herself calling me Don and Don, Doug. She said, "What difference does it
make? You're just alike anyway!"

Our relationship was such that when he was emotionally down, | was up and | was down, he was up. We kept
bolstering each other.

Later, I inherited my mother's house. It was there that we started selling antiques. Don had been interested in
antiques all of his life. So, we turned the basement into an antique shop.

In 1985, we moved into the Lockeport building.

It has a grandfather clause that allows for a business: thus, D.'s a D.'s Antiques was born. (It stands for Don's
and Doug's Antiques.) It was there that Don blossomed. He had always been a voracious reader and interested
in all aspects of the antique business. He took on the research, and stripping and refinishing of furniture. Later,
I dealt with what are called "smalls". In other words, if I could lift it | dealt with it.

All this time | was working at Giant Super Market in Mt. Pleasant while he ran the shop. I finally left Giant
with a Workman's Comp. settlement and joined Don full time. We had wonderful times together.

When he died in 2004, | had no one. The first year after his death I continued to run the shop and tried keeping
up the property. | found out how hard it had been for Don. He had maintained and improved the yard.



“D & D” continued from page 6

One day a young man came into the shop and the next day he asked if he could come over. | was amazed and
of course said, yes.

After our encounter, | found myself looking out the upstairs bathroom window longing for him to come back. |
realized that if I did not do something I should surely go mad.

I looked in the telephone book for Gay and Lesbian organizations and found only one in the Saginaw phone
book. I called and was gruffly greeted (some 23 hours later) by Charles Lisee. Turned out he was trying to pro-
tect Perceptions from anyone who might want to harm us.

When | told him about my dilemma, he told me about the meeting at the Unitarian Church in Midland on
Thursday. | was both excited and scared.

Excited that there was someone out there and scared because | was taking the first step into a new life. A life |
knew almost nothing about.

To put it mildly, when | attended my first meeting, | was scared. On entering, | was actually shaking. | walked
up to the table and asked if Charles was there. He's coming, said someone and in comes this tall blond. 1 told
him who | was and he gave me a hug. It was not until then that | realized how much I missed being held.

Since then, he and | have become very good friends. Through him and Perceptions, | have grown emotionally
and psychologically. I've made a lot of friends in the last 2 years. | know there will never be another Don, but |
now feel confident that there is someone out there just for me.

CARE, Inc. needs your stories,
your extended family member's stories, your @
kids' stories about the risks to our loved ones PFLAG

associated with being unable to co-adopt. PFLAG meets the 4th Sunday of

Beginning on May 2 the House Judiciary Committee | @egach month at the Unitarian Uni-
will be holding public hearings on HB4259, the Sec-

ond Parent Adoption Bill. It is crucial that we have versalist FeIIOWShip of Midland7

many brief stories about our families. We need them | 6220 Jefferson, Ml 2 - 4:30 pm.
from not only the parent's perspective but also from

the perspectives of grandparents, aunts, uncles,

brothers, sisters We need to put the personal, the

poignant, the success, the heartbreaks into these
legislator's hearts and minds.

Tina SaX@osie, GMT

-.;p_rﬁfisia Massage 1Be r:-\p'isf

Please make the effort to make our efforts as strong

as they possibly can be. The stories can be as brief

as two paragraphs, in fact shorter is probably more
likely to be read than longer.

* prematal/mfant

¢ r:-*;.cc*.;'-:' Tissue

* ear candfing e }‘F_ff'exr-)ﬂ-}gy_
Please send them before April 20th to s Bl slonei * shafsu
Bev Davidson at bevdavidson@comcast.net. ¢ fyroph drainage s swedish

By appeintment o oty 989.791.4701
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Midland Meet & Greet byF. andrick

On Wednesday March 14th, our first Freeland Meet & Greet was held at Riverside Restaurant. The evening
proved to be very enjoyable for the eleven individuals who attended. Several in the group elected to have din-
ner and all agreed that the food was excellent. Later, most everyone enjoyed a generous serving of delicious
pie which is made on site by the restaurant baker. The entire evening was greatly enhanced by the humor and
sharp wit of Pat...our young male waiter. At times the room to rocked with laughter. It was a very enjoyable
evening and would therefore highly encourage others to attend this second Wednesday of the month event.
Likewise, | would encourage attendance to all Perceptions meetings, dinners and events.

Bay City Meet & Greet by oy D. clark

The Bay City Meet-N-Greet is held on the third Wednesday of each month at Espresso Express at 916 N.
Water St. Espresso Express has committed to hosting this event when no other coffee establishment in Bay
City would. They are staying open late that evening each month just for us! We should all do what we can to
support businesses like this one who make every effort to support our organization!

Espresso Express provides an intimate setting and high quality specialty drinks. | have to recommend the
Coconut Latte as it is the BEST that | have ever had. The Chocolate Lovers cheesecake was awesome and
well presented on a plate drizzled with Ghirardelli chocolate syrup — I love my decadent treats!

I enjoyed chatting with my Perceptions family in a wonderful atmosphere of mood lighting with a great blend
of popular soft rock classics gently playing in the background. In my opinion, it is definitely worth the drive
to Bay City. The staff was more than gracious and made it a point to ensure that we had everything we
needed. | hope to see you all there this month!

Perceptions Semi-Annual 1-75 Cookout sy kay

On April 21st there will be a cookout at Kay's house following the semi-annual trash pick up on the Percep-
tions stretch of 1-75. Joy will be firing up her new, big grill with burgers and brats, or chicken, or

veggie burgers, whatever you wonderful volunteers want. The more people we can get, the less time and
the easier job it will be. i

Vests, gloves and bags will be provided. An informational video must be watched before we head out to the
highway because safety is, as always, the most important concern. Perceptions' sponsored stretch of highway
runs just past the Zilwaukee exit to the exit at 84, a 1 1/2 mile stretch. We do both sides of the highway, so
there will only be three miles to cover. Please ask a friend, or two, or three and make it a quick pick up and a
relaxing get together afterwards. Contact Joy@perceptionsSV.org or Kay@perceptionsSV.org for more infor-
mation and to volunteer.




April 2007 Page 9

Wednesday, April 4 - Saginaw Meet & Greet
7:00 - 9:00 pm. An informal gathering for the
Tri-Cities' GLBT community. All are welcome.
Meet your old friends and make some new
ones while eating fantastic baked goods. Enjoy
hot and cold drinks in a non-smoking environ-
ment. Bambi's by Java Dave's, 4632 State
Street, in the Green Acres Plaza.

April 5 & April 19, Thursday- Womyn's Circle

An informal gathering of the Tri-Cities' GLBT
community. All are welcome!

April 19, Thursday - Womyn'’s Circle

April 20, Friday - Friday Night Dinner
6:00 pm. Pasong’s Café, 114 N. Michigan
Ave., Saginaw.

April 20, Friday - Care Inc. story deadline

5:30 - 7:00 pm. This program provides support
to Tri-County lesbian women and facilitates
community awareness projects in partnership
with Perceptions and PFLAG. It has provided
safety and help to many women and their fami-
lies experiencing hostility, abuse and isolation.
The free, confidential support group sessions
are facilitated by Mary Jo Hall, MSW, CSW,
ACSW. Meets at the YWCA located at 3405
Midland Rd. in Bay City.

April 6, Friday- Friday Night Dinner 7:00 pm.
Lumberjacks, 605 E. Midland St. in Bay City. If
you plan to attend, please reply to
Jim@PerceptionsSV.org by 3:00 pm Friday.

April 11, Wednesday - Freeland Meet &
Greet 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Riverside Restaurant,
8295 Midland Road (M-47), Freeland. This
event will repeat on the second Wednesday of
each month.

Friday, April 13th - Friday Night Dinner 7:00
pm. The Metro Grille, 115 N. Hamilton St.,
Saginaw.

April 18, Wednesday - Bay City Meet &
Greet 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Expresso Express,
916 N Water St (between 4th & 5th St.) down-
town Bay City. A smoke-free venue that offers a
variety of baked goods, bagels & cheesecake in
addition to their coffee and beverage selections.

April 21, Saturday - I-75 Cookout

April 24, Tuesday — Men's Discussion
Group 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Zauel Memorial
Library, 3100 Center Road, Saginaw Town-
ship. This gathering is intended as a discus-
sion and informal support group for gay and
bisexual men. The group will be facilitated
by Thomas Brubaker. You may contact him
at Thomas@PerceptionsSV.org for addi-
tional information or to let him know you'll
attend. Light snacks will be provided.

April 26, Thursday- Perceptions Monthly
Membership Meeting 7pm at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Midland, 6220
Jefferson Ave. John Trudell will talk about
his experience of bringing “Brokeback
Mountain” to the State Theatre in Bay City.

April 27, Friday, - Friday Night Dinner

April 30, Monday - Leadership Training
sign up deadline

Anonymous and confidential HIV testing is avail-
able at The Hearth Home in Saginaw. Men who par-
ticipate will receive a Meijer's gift certificate if they
choose to be tested. Contact Ricardo Bowden at
989.753.9011 for further information.



e Just Out

An informational page for newbies

This Month’s Vocabulary Lesson

Newbie - anyone who's new at anything. In this case, anyone who's just coming out of the closet.
LGBT or GLBT - used interchangeably to mean Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered.

Coming out of the closet, or simply, coming out - anyone declaring his, or her authentic self (or LGBT

status) to another person, group, organization, city, state, country, world. Here's a helpful site for very new newbies
http://www.psychpage.com/learning/library/gay/comeout.html

Being "Out" - means living in a manner that doesn't hide your LGBT status.

Being "Quted" - refers to someone else deciding to tell another person, group, organization, city, state,
country, or world about your LGBT status on your behalf and usually without your consent.

Top Ten Myths About Coming Out by a Perceptions Contributor

10. You will only have to come out once!
. You will only have to tell your coming out story once!
.. All lesbians are feminists.
. All lesbians are good in bed.

. Your sisters, aunts and mother will be ecstatic about your coming out.

. Women are completely trustworthy... not like men.
. You will never again have to fight about sex and money.

9

8

7

6

5. You will have one lover and 30 lifelong best friends...

4

3

2. Other lesbians will be respectful about your relationship.
1

You will never again have to sleep with someone who is drunk.

The benefItS Of C0mln2 Out' from the HRC website

° Living an open and whole life.

° Developing closer, more genuine relationships.

. Building self-esteem from being known and loved for who we really are.
° Reducing the stress of hiding our identity.

° Connecting with others who are LGBT.

Helping to dispel myths and stereotypes about who LGBT people are and what we're like.
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March Meeting

The Peninsula Group

Tom Hitchman of The Peninsula Group (www.thepeninsulagroup.org) pre-
sented a bounty of enlightening and interesting findings at the March General

Membership Meeting at the Midland UU Fellowship. Perceptions Members,
Friends, representatives of Tri-Cities PFLAG, Dow GLAD, MCC, Prism at
Delta College and Triangle Foundation filled the fellowship hall and listened

ﬁ intently as Tom shared the key findings from the Peninsula Group’s research.
" E“ “ “ p The Peninsula Group is a LGBT organization whose impetus was the passing of
Proposal 2 in 2004, which added to our state constitution an amendment mak-
ing same sex marriage in Michigan illegal. The realization that LGBT people in
Michigan were out strategized by a group of well organized, politically connected, and well financed oppo-
nents brought together a highly motivated and talented team that is bringing organization, coordination and

strategy to the LGBT community in the state.

The Peninsula Group developed the 2006 Michigan LGBT survey to support strategic planning for Michigan’s
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) and ally community. Over 2,000 Michiganians completed
the survey from May 1st to October 1st, 2006.

Some of the key points revealed at the general Membership Meeting in March indicated that priority issues
identified by the 2000 plus survey respondents included Civil Unions/Marriage, Expanded Civil Rights, Equal
Access to Benefits, and Adoption Rights; whereas issues they felt that LGBT Groups should address are Equal
Employment, Adoption Rights, Hate Crimes, Education and Outreach. Other research indications show that
there is a general low satisfaction by the LGBT Community in the areas of Youth Services, LGBT Community
Centers, and Mental Health Counseling.

The full results of the Peninsula Group’s research will be revealed during the Michigan LGBT Strategic Plan-
ning Summit to be held May 11 — 12, 2007, in Ann Arbor. Thus far, the work and resulting data of the Penin-
sula Group have been intentionally kept reasonably quiet, sharing only bits of information with select LGBT
groups in Michigan.

The summit will be attended by a select group of Michigan LGBT and Ally representatives from a diverse rep-
resentation of Michigan organizations serving the LGBT population. There are more than 300 LGBTA groups
active across Michigan. Thirty groups were selected to participate in the summit to represent our community
across divisions of age, race, and class. The mid-Michigan area will be represented by two representatives
from Dow GLAD and two Perceptions representatives,
Vice-Chair Joy Clark (Joy@perceptionsSV.org) and

trustee Leo Romo (Leo@perceptionsSV.org). Summit Bambi's by Java Dave's
Wireless Internet Cafe

attendees will help define the strategic direction needed
to advance our concerns for justice and equality. Feel
free to contact Joy or Leo with your concerns or ques-
tions.

Speciality Coffee/Chai Tea Baked Goog

M-F 6:30 am-7:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 am-5:00 pm

GREEN ACRES PLAZA

The next Perceptions General Meeting will be U632 STATE STREET 989-964-0760
Thursday’ Aprﬂ 26th at 7:00 pm SAGINAW, MI H8E03 COME CHECK Us ouT!
Onitarian Oniversalist Fellowship of Midland

6220 Jefferson Ave., Midland, MI. Bambi’s is home of the Perceptions
John Trudell of Bay City will speak about his Saginaw Meet & Greet
experiences bringing “Brokeback Mountain” to on the first Wednesday of every month.

the State Theatre on Oscar Night 2007. 7:00-9:00 pm.
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Important news about what’s happening at Perceptions from the board of trustees
contributed this month by Joy Clark

As your board, we are dedicated to ensuring that Perceptions remains a member
driven organization so we want to hear from you! Let us know what you think about events, opportunities, and
your membership by emailing, Pboard@perceptionsSV.org .

March was an exciting month for Perceptions. We have committed to providing additional events and service
opportunities for our members. Our events are only as good as our member participation so feel free to contact
any of our board members if you would like to get involved!

Thank you to all who participated in the Chocolate Party. The event was a success as we raised approxi-
mately $541.00 to be shared by Perceptions and PFLAG. We send out a special thank you to Kevin Rooker
and Curt Bitman who hosted the event in their beautiful home.

After several members requested it, we have decided to move forward with planning a Spring Fling Dance
at The Mixx on May 19", The format of the dance will follow the format of the Valentine’s Dance, however,
we have listened to your requests for improvements. We hope that this will become a yearly event. If you
have any requests, or if you would like to participate in the planning of this event, contact:
Tim@perceptionsSV.org or Joy@perceptionsSV.org.

There will be BBQ/Picnic following the Adopt-A-Highway event for those of you who help. It is very im-
portant to keep Perceptions in the forefront of the communities' minds and this is a great community service
event for us. The pickup will be April 21% and there will be some fun activities during the pickup as well as
the Picnic afterwards. To sign up for the event contact Kay@perceptionsSV.org or Joy@perceptionsSV.org.

Perceptions will also be sponsoring a benefit concert, Respect Fest 2007, to fund our Perceptions College
Scholarships. It will be held September 22, at SVSU. We feel that it is important to promote the concept of
respect across all members of our community regardless of age, race, sexual orientation, religious affiliation,
and persons living with handicaps or disease. We are currently looking for partners to assist in funding the
event. Joy Clark has started a committee made up of Perceptions members as well as members of our commu-
nity to organize the event. To get involved send an email to Joy@perceptionsSV.org. The concert will in-
clude artists such as Deb Barber, Andy Reed, Mag7, Michaels Pie, and more. Check out the website that we
created for the event at www.respectfest.com.

Perceptions has been invited to send two delegates to the Peninsula Group GLBT Leadership sum-

mit. The board has decided to send Leo Romo and Joy Clark as our representatives. If you have any ques-
tions about GLBT issues, please get them to Leo@perceptionsSV.org or Joy@perceptionsSV.org before the
May 11" and 12" summit. Leo and Joy will be giving a report of all that they learned at the May membership
meeting so be sure to attend!

Again, the board would like to thank you all for supporting YOUR organization. Keep up the good
work and we will continue to move forward as an organization.



¢ Classifieds: For a Limited Time, FREE Ads!

For a limited time, Perceptions is offering FREE ads! Our first ads are being presented here this month. Ads will run in
one newsletter which comes out once per month. Ads are placed through the editor. Write: editor@perceptionssv.org
If you'd like your ad to run longer, you need to place the ad again before the 20th of each month for the following month's
newsletter. Try to keep your ad short and to the point. Ad content is the sole discretion of the newsletter editor. Your ad
may be edited for length and clarity. Perceptions is not responsible for anything unpleasant that may happen as a result of your
placing, or answering an ad.

Personals

If you're a single friend or member of Perceptions, you should have an ad in the newsletter. No one
can be expected to put in a personal ad that is the same each month. People are too complex. Let

someone get to know you little by little as you renew and refresh your ad each month. Many people
come to Perceptions' events such as the meet & greets and Friday night dinners, so they can meet
other singles. Your chances of meeting people are much better if they know you're single and look-

ing. Pictures are optional. Include your contact information. perceptions is not responsible for anything unpleasant
that may happen as a result of your placing, or answering an ad.

Lesbian partner wanted for horse farm and good life. Must have great sense of humor, enjoy nature, be
easy to look at, not afraid of hard work and past the partying stage of your life. If you own farm or con-
struction equip, you move to front of line. Send resume to DunumsSpirit@aol.com Equal opportunity
life partner.

Real Estate

Do you have land, a house, a rental, a cabin for rent, or sale? Put your ad in here! Here's our first
ad. Congratulations to Karin for being first. As a reward, here's your ad. Be the first in any category
and have your ad appear here next month!

DUPLEX FOR RENT

Available end of April beginning of May. ﬂiﬂﬁ%iﬁea‘ﬁ

Nice, newly updated, 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom s s
Karin 989-497-0242 dutchtrix@sbcglobal.net RRE e £ i
Stuff for Sale P = |

Got stuff? Don't want it? Wanna sell it? Put your ad in here!
One year old, Berkline, beige, reclining loveseat for sale. Great shape. $400.00 or best
offer. Contact suzigl850@yahoo.com for more info.

Wanted

Looking for something? Help on a project? A window washer? Someone to run to the dry cleaners
for you? An employee for your business? Place your ad here!
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Perceptions Saginaw Valley
P.0. Box 1525
Midland, Ml 48641
(989)891-1429

E-mail: Editor@PerceptionsSV.org

Perceptionsisa 501 (c¢) (3) charitable
organization. Your contributions to
Perceptions which exceed the minimum
amount to qualify for membership are tax
deductible.

Mid-Michigan's leading resource

for enriching and empowering

GLBT individuals and their
community

WE’RE ON THE
WEB!

WWW.PERCEPTIONSSV.ORG

Respect Fest 2007

Will be held at the SVSU Performing Arts Cen-
ter on September 22, 2007 at 7pm!

Support Respect Fest 2007 - a benefit concert designed to celebrate our
similarities and our differences. All proceeds will go to the Perceptions
College Scholarship Fund which is dedicated to educating Michigan's
youth through respect.

Join us in promoting respect while celebrating diversity among every
member of our community regardless of age, race, sex, religion, sexual
orientation, handicap, or disease.

Just as every person was created equal, every person should be re-
spected.

Deb Barber

Perceptions

Andy Reed

Mission statement:

Our mis-

sion is to provide superior edu-
cational programs, networking
opportunities and services for
the well being of Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender in-

dividuals and their community.

www.RespectFest.com



