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Plan now for the Valentines Day party!

2007 Membership
Drive Continues -

— m———

-v- This year’s Valentines Day party will be held on Saturday, February 10th, be-

ginning at 7pm, at The Mixx, located at 114 N Hamilton Street in Saginaw.
Our private party will blend with the Mixx’s Pink Party later in the evening, so
there’s sure to be a lot of people.

Single? Coupled? It's a party for all! Plan for dinner and dancing. A buffet dinner
will be served from 7:30 to 8:30. Advance tickets may be purchased online
(http://PerceptionsSV.org/valentine.ntml) or from board members for $25
each. Members who purchase advance tickets may request a $5 refund at the
event. A limited number of tickets will be available at the door . Call 989-891-

1429 or email info@PerceptionsSV.org for additional info or tickets. -V-

Click here or go to
our website
www.perceptionssv.org and
click on "Membership"
at the left. Complete
the on-line registration
and then pay thru Pay
Pal or send in
your check to:

Perceptions Saginaw Valley
P.0. Box 1525
Midland, Ml 48641

Congratulations New Trustees!

Read a personal
letter to the future
friends and mem-

Members may attend board
meetings, but do not have
voting rights. Board meet-
ings are held at 7pm, on the
2nd Thursday of each month
at Delta College.

Congratulations to
the newly elected
board members, Leo
Romo, and Douglas
Solosky whose terms
will end in 2008.

Fast Facts
Dann Federico, and The Valentine's party and the Holi-
Joy Clark whose day party combined bring in 65%
terms  will end in of our revenue for the year! 85% of

our revenue goes back into events for our member-

2009 and Kay Sural, Jim Kleinsorge, and ship. Our membership includes 14% straight allies.

Tim Atkinson whose terms go on and on
until 2010. Our website provides the
names of all the board members and their

Special Note!

terms. Change in Womyn'’s Circle
Leaving the board are vice-chair, Beth Days & Times
Rakestraw and secretary, Kevin Appold. Changing oh Feb. 1stto

We regret to see them go and thank them the 1st and 311 Thursday

for their tireless efforts and dedication to
Perceptions. They will be missed.

from 5:30pm to 7:00pm.

bers of Percep-
tions on page 2.
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Researchers seek
Lesbians, Bisex-
ual women, and
Women who
Partner with
Women for a
study on Sexual
Functioning with
Breast Cancer

-~

Join our Study:
Sexual Wellbe-
ing in Sexual
Minority women
with Breast Can-
cer.

One Time Mail
Survey
**Receive $20
for the comple-
tion of the sur-
vey** Your par-
ticipation is vol-
untary* This
study is con-
ducted being by
Boston Univer-
sity School of
Public Health
and Is funded by
the Susan G.
Komen Breast
Cancer Founda-
tion

CALL: Brandy Al-
len (877) 414--1399
or email
women@bu.edu
website: http://
www.bumc.bu.edu/
womenswellbeing

Letter to Future Friends and Members of Perceptions

Dear Members and Friends:

My name is Chas Laundra. Some of you know me but many do not. |
have been an active member of Perceptions for only three years. At
one of our past summer meetings there was an open discussion of
ways to approach our annual membership drive. | suggested that per-
haps a more personal approach might make a difference - and you
know what happens when you make the suggestion.....you get the
job.... so, here | am...on the job....trying for a personal touch.

We would love to hear from you, just to know you a little better and
that you are still alive, and out there. Of course, we would love it if you
became a member or renewed your membership, but we are equally
concerned that we stay connected.

In 2006 Perceptions took on new efforts to energize our membership
and increase our visibility in the community. Many of you took part in
our informal discussions on what we can do to serve our community
better. As a result, our membership has established a Scholarship
Fund, an effort that, when realized, will increase the positive idea that
we are here and are doing our part.

Our social opportunities like Friday Night Dinners, Meet & Greets, Wo-
myn's Circle, Valentine's Dance, and Holiday Party continue to serve
as a way to keep us all in touch. Many that come from outside of our
area for the first time are astonished by the sense of community that
exists here. We hope you agree that these events help foster relation-
ships that enrich our lives and are worthwhile continuing.

Should you agree and would like to offer financial support, just com-
plete the [form found on our website and mail it to Perceptions, P.O.
Box 1525, Midland, M| 48641] Make your check or money order pay-
able to: Perceptions Saginaw Valley.

Whatever you decide you can always contribute your time or your tal-
ent or both. We need ideas, critiques, active participation in our pro-
jects, and always, to keep what we all strive for: a social network of
men and women with a common bond. With that in mind and no spe-
cific pressure intended, please consider getting back to us and find
your own way to help us out. Your time, your treasure, or your talent!


www.bumc.bu.edu/womenswellbeing
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Quick News

continued

Grey'’s star apolo-
gizes for using gay
slur

Saying the gay slur
was "unacceptable”
in any "context,"
"Grey's Anatomy"
co-star Isaiah Wash-
ington has apolo-
gized for using the
word "faggot" in ref-
erence to out co-star
T.R. Knight.
http://365gay.com:80/
Newscon07/01/012407
grey.htm

Dead pledge de-
faced with anti-gay
slogans

Kin of a Texas fresh-
man say in a lawsuit
that he was pres-
sured to drink until
he died and that
anti-gay

graffiti was written
on his unconscious
body. http://
www.planetout.com/
news/article.html|?
2007/01/10/1

“In a world facing
40 million people
dying of AIDS and
an increasing gap
between rich and
poor, this seems
like a waste of our
time and energy,
debating the
rightness and
wrongness of gay
and lesbian peo-
ple and their rela-
tionships."

-- Gene Robinson, out
Episcopal bishop

Midland Center for the Arts Exhibitions

http://www.mcfta.org/

Through 2/11/07 EXHIBITION: The Forge: Contemporary Metal Artists Invi-

tational

Through 2/11/07 EXHIBITION: Albert Young: Urban Relics

2/17/07- 4/29/07 Seeing the Unseen: Photographs by Harold

Edgerton
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Through 2/18/07 EXHIBITION: Spirit, Relics, & Rituals
The John F. Korachis Collection of African Art

Alden B. Dow Museum of Science and Art
Admission: Non-Members - $5/Adult, $3/Child (14 and under),
Free to Members of ABDM, Exhibitors, Friends of the Center, Reciprocal ASTC

Through 2/18/07 EXHIBITION: Paul Stankard: A
Floating World

JSARARRNNNN_

|
N
3
»
.
»
]
4
-

Safe Schools Legislation Lobby Day Wednesday, March 28th, 9am-3pm in Lansing

Michigan NOW joins other organizations in this coalition, such as Michigan Equality, Triangle Founda-
tion, Lansing Association for Human Rights (LAHR), Gay Lesbian and Straight Education Network
(GLSEN), Kalamazoo Alliance For Equality (KAFE), and many more.

Upcoming Events at
The Mixx Night Club
114 N. Hamilton, Saginaw

January 27th
Manhunt Party

January Specials

Wednesday Burger & Beer Night
$1.00 off Burgers & Beer
50 cents off Drafts
Kitchen open from
6pm-10pm

Thursdays 1/2 off drinks
from 6-11

Friday Night Girls Night Out
1st & 3rd Fridays Every Month

Studs & Suds Specials
2nd & 4th Fridays Every Month

10.

Top Ten Reasons Lesbians Won’t Attend the

Valentine’s Day Dance
by a Perceptions Newsletter Contributor

It's too cold

It's too snowy

It's too expensive

Partner wants to stay home, rent a DVD and eat popcorn

It's always the same people

. They never play any slow songs

| already have a lover

My ex-lover will be there with her new lover

. My ex-lover’s lover will be there with her new lover

My ex-lover’s lover's, ex-lover's lover will be there
(Wait, is that me?)
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...neither of
them slept a
wink. They
were too
excited! Here

they were on
the road,
embarking on
a new life
together.
They talked
and looked at
each other. A
lot.

A new study
says that by
2011 LGBT buy-
ing power will
exceed $835
Billion per year!

Midland Meet &
Greet Venue has
changed.

Starting March
14th, we’ll meet
at the Riverside,
8295 Midland
Rd. (M-47)
in Freeland from
6:30-8:30.

Saginaw and Bay
City folks are
welcome to join

2nd Date U-HﬂUl by Tana Michaels

We last left Starstruck and Dazzling with the intent to move in together. If you recall,
they had met and fallen in love on-line. They've had one date so far that had lasted for
a weekend. It went very well. So, literally they are experiencing first hand, the second
date U-haul syndrome that we’ve all read about on page 416, of the Lesbian Manual.

The difference with long distance, on-line meetings and in person meetings is that there
are pieces of information missing. You don't see the person face to face. You don't get
the non-verbal information that can be so important in communication. A benefit of this
is that, by necessity, you spend more time typing and talking than you would if your
love were in front of you. You have more information in some areas and less in others.
Non-verbal communication isn't the only thing to be wary of in a situation like this, it's
just the most obvious one, so be cautious in your endeavors out there.

Starstruck enlisted the help of a couple of friends and they all flew down to Florida.
Once there, Starstruck breathed a sigh of relief that Dazzling was ready to hit the road.
The friends drove the U-Haul and Starstruck, Dazzling, the kids and the dog got into the
family SUV and they headed out of sunny Florida on their way to Michigan in winter.

The drive was long and no one slept. For Starstruck and her friends, they had already
been up since the middle of the night for the flight down. Starstruck couldn't sleep in
her excitement. The plan was that Dazzling and Starstruck would share the driving, so
that they could take turns sleeping, but as new love goes, neither of them slept a wink.
They were too excited! Here they were on the road, embarking on a new life together.
They talked and looked at each other. A lot.

Going through Kentucky, Starstruck realized that all three kids were sleeping, and saw
an opportunity. They pulled over in a rest area. “It was 2:00 in the morning and the rest
stop was filled with semi’s.” Starstruck laughed. She wanted an opportunity to present
itself on the Michigan State border, but the kids were sleeping now and they'd be
awake by then.

Starstruck turned to Dazzling and pulled a ring off her own finger and put in on Daz-
zling's finger saying, "Will you marry me?" Dazzling, taken by 'huge surprise’, smiled,
began to cry and said, "Yes!" (Please refer to page 425 of your manuals.)

They arrived tired, but in good shape, to a cloudy, snowless Michigan. This was a dis-
appointment to the children who had never seen snow and were looking forward to it. A
fact, that we who live here know, they’ll get over. After getting something to eat, the
unloading began. This took a few days, because there wasn't room for furniture that
once filled 2500 square feet to fit into 900 square feet of living space. The biggest cul-
prits were the 11 piece sectional, of which only 9 pieces would fit, and a washer and
dryer. It was decided that a storage unit was needed, but there was no storage facility
open, because of the Christmas holiday. Finally, a storage unit was rented, the truck
emptied and returned, and they attended to the business of unpacking.

All Starstruck and Dazzling can do at this point is marvel at how wonderful life is. There
isn't anything that can't be overcome. This is day one of the 'honeymoon phase' that will
last from 6 months to 2 years. Have your insulin and your manuals ready!

We'll continue to follow the adjustments of this new family in future newsletters.
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Thursday, February 1st — Womyn's Circle 5:30 -
7:00 pm. (Note new time.) This program provides sup-
port to Tri-County lesbian women and facilitates commu-
nity awareness projects in partnership with Perceptions
and PFLAG. It has provided safety and help to many
women and their families experiencing hostility, abuse
and isolation. The free, confidential support group ses-
sions are facilitated by Mary Jo Hall, MSW, CSW, ACSW.
Meets at the YWCA located at 3405 Midland Rd. in Bay

City.

Friday, February 2nd - "Friday Night Din-

ner" 7:00 pm. Join Perceptions members and friends
this week at Sullivan’s Black Forest Brew Haus & Grill,
281 Heinlein Strasse, Frankenmuth. If you plan to attend,
please reply to Jim@PerceptionsSV.org by 3:00 pm Fri-
day. Sign up for our email list on Yahoo Groups to be
notified of future venues.

Wednesday, February 7th - Saginaw Meet &
Greet 7:00 - 9:00 pm. An informal gathering for the Tri-
Cities' GLBT community. All are welcome. Meet your old
friends and make some new ones while eating fantastic
baked goods. Enjoy hot and cold drinks in a non-smoking
environment. Bambi's by Java Dave's, 4632 State Street,
in the Green Acres Plaza.

Friday, February 9th - "Friday Night Din-

ner" 7:00 pm. Join Perceptions members and friends
this week at Nino’s Family Restaurant, 1713 Columbus
Ave., Bay City. If you plan to attend, please reply to
Jim@PerceptionsSV.org by 3:00 pm Friday.

Saturday, February 10th - Perceptions Valen-
tines Dance See page 1 for more info.

Sunday, February 11th - Underground Railroad's
Chocolate Lovers Benefit. See page 4 for more
information.

Wednesday, February 14th — Meet & Greet 7:00 -
9:00 pm. Because the Midland/Freeland Meet & Greet
can not move to its new location until March, Joy & Becky
are hosting a Special Valentines Day Meet & Greet at
their home, 1929 Oxford St., Saginaw. They'll supply
coffee and a snack. Contact Joy@PerceptionsSV.org for
more information.

Thursday, February 15th — Womyn's Circle
5:30 - 7:00 pm. (Note new time.)

Friday, February 16th - "Friday Night Dinner"

Tuesday, February 20th — Men's Discussion
Group 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Zauel Memorial Library,
3100 Center Road, Saginaw Township. This gathering
is intended as a discussion and informal support
group for gay and bisexual men. The group will be
facilitated by Thomas Brubaker. You may contact him
at Thomas@PerceptionsSV.org for additional informa-
tion or to let him know you'll attend. Light snacks will
be provided. You may bring your own beverage into
the library as long as the container has a cover or cap.

Wednesday, February 21st - Bay City Meet &
Greet New location! Expresso Express, 916 N
Water St. (between 4th & 5th St.), downtown Bay City.
Smoke-free venue offering a variety of baked goods,
bagels & cheesecake in addition to their coffee and
beverage selections.

Thursday, February 22nd - Perceptions
Monthly Membership Meeting 7:00 pm. The
Perceptions speakers series is underwritten by a grant
from the General Motors LGBT Employee Resource
Group. Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Midland,
6220 Jefferson Ave.

Friday, February 23rd - "Friday Night Dinner"

Changed: The Womyn’s Circle meets 5:30-
7:00pm on the first and third Thursday of
each month at the YWCA located at 3405
Midland Rd. in Bay City.

Anonymous and confidential HIV testing is
available at The Hearth Home in Saginaw. Men
who participate will receive a Meijer's gift certificate
if they choose to be tested. Contact Ricardo Bow-
den at 989.753.9011 for further information.


blackforestbrewhaus.net
mailto:Jim@PerceptionsSV.org
groups.yahoo.com/group/perceptionssv
mailto:Jim@PerceptionsSV.org
PerceptionsSV.org/menu/Bambis.pdf
mailto:Joy@PerceptionsSV.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1929+Oxford+St.,+Saginaw,+MI&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=43.438025,-83.971853&spn=0.026238,0.082054&om=1&iwloc=addr
mailto:Thomas@PerceptionsSV.org

Of Gay Sheep, Modern Science and Bad Publicity

Edited from: http://www.nytimes.com/

Lynn Ketchum/Oregon State University

Dr. C'hérles Rbéélli has been criticized for his study of gay sheep.

Dr. Roselli, a researcher at the Oregon Health and Science University, has searched for the past five years for physio-
logical factors that might explain why about 8 percent of rams seek sex exclusively with other rams instead of ewes. The
goal, he says, is to understand the fundamental mechanisms of sexual orientation in sheep. Other researchers might
some day build on his findings to seek ways to determine which rams are likeliest to breed, he said.

But since last fall, when People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals started a campaign against the research, it has
drawn a torrent of outrage from animal rights activists, gay advocates and ordinary citizens around the world — all of it
based, Dr. Roselli and colleagues say, on a bizarre misinterpretation of what the work is about.

The story of the gay sheep became a textbook example of the distortion and vituperation that can result when science
meets the global news cycle.

Ms. Navratilova, who also received a response from the university, said she remained unconvinced.

“The more we play God or try to improve on Mother Nature, the more damage we are doing with all kinds of experiments
that either have already turned or will turn into nightmares,” she wrote in an e-mail reply to a reporter’s query. “How in
the world could straight or gay sheep help humanity?”

In an interview, Shalin Gala, a PETA representative working on the sheep campaign, said controlling or altering sexual
orientation was a “natural implication” of the work of Dr. Roselli and his colleagues.

Dr. Roselli said that merely mentioning possible human implications of basic research was wildly different from intending
to carry the work over to humans.

Mentioning human implications, he said, is “in the nature of the way we write our grants” and talk to reporters. Scientists
who do basic research find themselves in a bind, he said, adding, “We have been forced to draw connections in a way
that we can justify our research.”

Paul Root Wolpe, a professor of psychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania and a senior fellow at the university’s Cen-
ter for Bioethics, said that although he supported Dr. Roselli's research, “I'm not sure | would let him off the hook quite as
easily as he wants to be let off the hook.”

By discussing the human implications of the research, even in a somewhat careful way, Dr. Roselli “opened the door” to
the reaction, Dr. Wolpe said, and “he has to take responsibility for the public response.”

The prospect of parents’ eventually being able to choose not to have children who would become gay is a real concern
for the future, Dr. Wolpe said. But he added, “This concern is best addressed by trying to change public perceptions of
homosexuality rather than stop basic science on sexuality.”

Pope Fires New Broadside At Gay Families by The Associated Press

(Vatican City) Pope Benedict on Saturday reiterated his defense of the traditional family, saying real marriage can only
be between a man and a woman.

Benedict's remarks to a Vatican tribunal were the latest by the pontiff on the issue as the Pope keeps up a campaign
against unmarried couples and same-sex unions.

The Pope warned against what he said was a "cultural context marked by relativism" and against any views of marriage
as merely a legal union "that human will could manipulate as it pleases, even depriving it of its heterosexual nature."

"Each marriage is certainly the fruit of free consent between man and woman," the Pope said in an audience at the Vati-
can marking the beginning of the judiciary year. "The union occurs because of the desigh by God, who has created them
male and female and gives them the power to unite those natural and complementary dimensions forever," he said.

See Pope on the next page



www.nytimes.com

We regretfully say goodbye to two of our valued board members. This year, Secretary and former Membership Coordi-
nator, Kevin Appold and former Chairperson, Vice-Chair, and Newsletter Editor, Beth Rakestraw will be leaving their
positions on the board.

Kevin Appold has been on the board for two years. Being a board member has helped Kevin personally with the process
of self-acceptance. He's now active in the LGBT community where he works and in so doing is on to bigger things. Kevin
says that volunteering on Perceptions' Board gave him the feeling of doing something for the community. "It's over-
whelming facing all the negativity in society and every contribution towards the LGBT community helps to overcome
that." When Kevin began 2 years ago as the Membership Coordinator, there were just 40 members. He has seen the
organization grow to around 100 members this year and the membership drive isn't over yet! Thank you Kevin for all of
your hard work in helping Perceptions. And as always he reminds us that although the decisions are made by the trus-
tees, without the support of the friends and members, there's no way to implement some of their ideas. They need help!

Beth Rakestraw has been with Perceptions since the late 50's or early 1960's, no one is really sure. She has done a bit
of everything in her time spent here. Always smiling and encouraging, Beth has given her substantial talents where they
were needed at the time. It seemed there was nothing she couldn't do. She has held multiple positions from Chairperson
to Newsletter Editor and done them all well.

Thank You For The Opportunity To Serve

| wanted to express my appreciation and gratitude for the opportunity to serve on the Perceptions Board of Trustees and
to meet and work with such a variety of gifted and special people. Perceptions accomplished and continues to accom-
plish much that benefits the GLBT community as well as the greater Mid-Michigan community of which we are a part. |
am excited about the new leadership that is emerging and look forward to seeing what Perceptions does next!

Although | have stepped out of a visible leadership role within the organization in order to devote more time to the work
of my churches [both of which need some special attention from me right now], | look forward to continuing to be a part
of Perceptions in other ways after a time to regroup and renew.

Sincerely,

Beth Rakestraw

Pope continued from page 9
The Pope went on to say the bond is indissoluble because "it is so in the design of creation."

The Vatican opposes divorce and other challenges to church doctrine that have become increasingly common in Europe
and elsewhere.

It does allow annulment, a process by which the Church effectively declares that a marriage never took place, leaving
faithful free to remarry and receive Communion.

Benedict has condemned same-sex unions as anarchic "pseudo-matrimony,” and has launched a campaign for the pro-
tection of families based on marriage between a man and a woman. The Vatican also has consistently criticized move-
ments in Italy and other countries that call for granting legal rights to unmarried couples.

Last year, the Pontifical Council for the Family issued a document in which it said that the traditional family has never
been so threatened as in today's world.

On Thursday, the Pope called for unity among Christian denominations to fight same-sex marriage.
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P.0. Box 1525
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E-mail: Editor@PerceptionsSV.org

Perceptionsisa 501 (¢ ) (3) charitable
organization. Your contributions to
Perceptions which exceed the minimum
amount to qualify for membership are tax
deductible.

Mid-Michigan's leading resource
for enriching and empowering
GLBT individuals and their
community

WE’RE ON THE
WEB!

WWW.PERCEPTIONSSV.ORG

Classifieds

Help Wanted

Reporters Wanted
No experience necessary.
Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Columnists Wanted

Pick your topic, or have one assigned.
No experience necessary.

Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Interviewers Wanted

Someone needed to do profiles.

No experience necessary.

Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Perceptions

Opinionated People Wanted
Let your thoughts be known. Tell
us what you think.

Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Entertainment Editor Wanted
No experience necessary.
Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Humor Editor Wanted

So, you think you're funny?

Good! We need you.

Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Assistant Editor Wanted
Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Poet Wanted
Contact: editor@perceptionsSV.org

Advice Columnist Wanted

Pat is missing after the Holiday break
and someone needs to fill in! We can't
find Pat anywhere.

From the Editor’s Desk

Did you know that with your
participation, you can be in
on the ground floor of a
growing organization? You
can have an impact on Per-
ceptions’ growth, direction
and focus. Your ideas and
opinions will actually be
heard and your influence
felt throughout Perceptions.

You can do as much, or as
little as you like. Support
can be offered simply by at-
tending Perceptions' func-
tions. One of our goals as
an organization is to pro-
vide social contacts and
networking opportunities. If
you've taken advantage of
these opportunities, thank
you for your support and if
you haven't, you should try
one. You'll find a lot of
friendly people. Check out
our Current Events on
page 8, answer an ad on
this page, or write to us and
let us know what you'd like
to do!

Tana
Editor

You may write to me at:
editor@perceptionsSV.org
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